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More people and institutes are interested to learn more about technology foresight. This 

article uses "Technology Foresight" and "Foresight" interchangeably to represent all types of 

foresight process designed to cover any project topics and scales. 

Technology foresight explores how and why certain technologies should be developed to serve 

the needs of our future societies, starting from a vision to a reality. It could be claimed that the 

APEC Center for Technology Foresight (APEC CTF) was the first multi-economy foresight 

organization. This article covers experience derived from APEC CTF's activities and foresight 

practices, which is hoped to be a contribution to the global community. 

 

APEC CTF aims to serve and involve all the member economies and to develop and diffuse 

foresight through multi-economy studies, foresight networks, training workshops, consultancy 

and related activities. We understand foresight as a system to look into the future of science, 

tech, society and the economy in order to promote social, economic and environmental 

benefit. The financial budget of the APEC CTF is provided by the Royal Thai Government. For 

do it, APEC CTF has two areas of expertise and these are scenario creation and Delphi survey.  

Scenario creation is being used in different areas like multi-economy, national, sectoral and 

organization. This tool has to be compared with Delphi survey technique which is an excellent 

and flexible tool for group discussion, brainstorming, and networking. Delphi survey has a 

problem because required a lot of time and intensive resources on the logistics and identifying 

experts.  Another problem is language diversities, cultural varieties, and levels of technological 

readiness within APEC. APEC CTF focused in science and technology. They were adopted from 

the survey opinions. The foresight process involved 4 key elements which are inputs, foresight 

work, outputs and strategy.  

The increasing number of visiting counts on APEC CTF's website each year proves that foresight 

movements on various issues have attracted more attention from every corner of the world. 

However, many people especially those who are involved with APEC CTF's foresight activities, 

might feel discouraged to transform their interest into actual practice because they do not 

fully understand foresight concepts. 

At the national level through the APEC CTF's learning experience and involvement in diverse 

activities, it appears that foresight reports have insignificant impact on science and technology 

policies or on NSTDA itself. Perhaps this is because foresight is still a new concept in Thailand 
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and the process needs a "champion" at high level participation from the high-level authorities. 

Furthermore, implementing results derived from foresight processes into policymaking 

inevitably faces challenges in handling abstract information and confidentiality, not to mention 

political conflicts, cultural differences, social concerns and egotism of those involved, etc. 

However, thereafter, in 2003, important impact of the fifth APEC-wide foresight project on 

nanotechnology had revealed; consequently, nanotechnology project initiative of Thailand 

conventionally occurred. The nanotechnology has been realized important in the future. 

Despite all restraints, the national and international institutes along with the public and private 

sectors should continue to explore the future of foresight because, in the long run, valuable 

knowledge and solutions to many problems could arise from such attempts for the benefits of 

the global community. 


