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This article addressed the current policy developments with regard to the availability of 

data held by public bodies. On the one hand, government-led and centralized initiatives 

to make data available are based on a market perspective and want to enable the 

development of the information market. On the other hand, many initiatives in several 

European countries are joining up in their calls for OGD to increase transparency and 

accountability of government and the public sector. The proponents of both objectives 

should join forces and address the challenges of opening up public sector data together. 

In addition, public bodies should understand that they are not dealing with two separate 

types of requests or users requiring a different treatment. Rather, they should use the 

momentum to rethink their information policies and make one coherent policy that can 

deal with requests for access, commercial use or use by environmental activists in an 

easy and user-friendly manner. Moreover, by focusing on machine-readable formats, the 

public sector can also create its own efficiency, by making its own data easier to use, 

query and combine. 

 

However, before this happens, a considerable number of governments and public bodies 

still have to be convinced of the importance of making their data available to a broad 

audience, and relinquishing the control over what happens with the data after they make 

it available. In this respect, a combination of legislative actions, policy measures and 

activism from the information industry and civil society is needed to show the public 

bodies the advantages of opening up their data, while also showing them ways to 

address and manage the potential risks involved. 

 


