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The competitive intelligence professionals have had a new opportunity last October  to meet and 
share new ideas, such as the latest applications of competitive intelligence and new case studies. 
The reunion took place in Rome from the 20th to the 22th: The European Competitive 
Intelligence Summit, organized by the Society of Competitive Intelligence Professionals (SCIP) 
and SCIP Italy. 
 
Throughout these three days, work has been done on the intelligence from various points of 
view: its relations with the various functions available in the company (marketing, R & D, 
Finance, etc.); its relationship with the innovation; professionals of internal or external business 
units; ways to implement the intelligence function in small and medium businesses; the 
outsourcing of the intelligence functions; its role in emerging economies; and new analytical 
tools and electronic platforms for competitive intelligence professionals. 
 
These workshops are a continuation of the Annual Conference of SCIP which took place from 
14th to the 17th of April in San Diego, USA. However, in this edition, there has been more focus 
on companies from European countries mainly. That way, regional changes have been identified 
in the field of competence, as well as changes in the industrial paradigm and there has also been 
attention to how companies can manage to stay competitive managing the intelligence processes 
within their structures. 
 
The SCIP is a nonprofit organization, founded in 1986 in the United States by intelligence 
professionals, and today has a noticeable presence in many countries around the world. The 
association’s mission is to improve the success of its members through training, leadership, and 
networking, which translates into a large number of courses, publications, symposiums and 
congresses. Among its publications, two journals and an Ethic code  are especially interesting: - 
Journal of Competitive Intelligence Management and Competitive Intelligence Magazine - and 
the SCIP Ethic code for intelligence Professionals. 
 
We would like to point out that these congresses have a strong orientation towards the 
development of intelligence in enterprises, as a result of the characteristics of this association. 
Therefore, in these meetings, the role of the public sector in the intelligence functions and its 
influence in the intelligence functions of the companies is not taken into account at all.  
Talking about the intelligence functions in public agencies, we must also point out that its 
objective is the economic development and economic security of the nation. These practices are 
quite widespread in some countries like Japan and France, where the systematic process of 
retrieval and analysis of information is performed by a network of state-owned institutions. 
Regarding the role of the state in the diffusion of intelligence practices, we must note that in 
many countries, the business community is made up of small and medium businesses, in which 
the organizational culture and lack of resources acts as a brake for the implementation of the 
practices of intelligence. In this sense, it would be desirable in these forums, to also have the 
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presence of the public sector, to include it as an ally and agent of intelligence, in line with the 
goals of the association. 
 
We hope that in the near future, the competitive intelligence developed by the business 
community and the CI developed by the states can both be found in seminars and conferences 
organized by the American SCIP or the SCIP delegation of any other country. And perhaps the 
role of the state in the development of competitive intelligence emerges in the discussions of 
future Congresses, considering that it is one of the central issues for small and medium 
companiesi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
i Más información sobre estos acontecimientos en SCIP: 
http://www.scip.org/content.cfm?itemnumber=2745&navItemNumber=2746 
 


